DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

It may be taken for granted that her mother read
this letter before it was despatched, and that it gave
her and the recipient equal pleasure.

The conditions of the sad and lonely childhood
were resumed. The Duchess of Kent, as a crow of
triumph over the King's defeated Oranges, showed
her scorn of his authority by an act of monstrous
impertinence. She had asked him to let her add to
the apartments which she occupied (by his grace and
favour) at Kensington Palace seventeen new rooms :
it was as if she was already planning an establishment
for Victoria and Albert. The King refused, and she
proceeded to annex them in direct disregard of his
orders. The extensive alterations rendered Kensing-
ton uninhabitable, so she wont to her brother
Leopold's house at Claremont, with Victoria., Lchxcn
and Conroy. While she was there the King, still
ignorant of what was going on at Kensington Palace,
asked her and Victoria to come to Windsor for Queen
Adelaide's birthday, and to remain there for his own
birthday a week later. She answered that she would
prefer to remain at Claremont over her own birthday,
which was on the same day as the Queen's, but
would come down to Windsor with Victoria for the
birthday of the King, arriving the evening before*
He had gone to London that morning to prorogue
Parliament, and he must have received some private
information about his sister-in-law's alterations at
Kensington Palace, for on his way back to Windsor
he looked in, and found that she had appropriated
those seventeen rooms. He proceeded to Windsor,
boiling with fury, and got there after dinner to find
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